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LEMAN ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE 

COVID-19 SCHOLAR FACE MASK POLICY 
 
As  we  return  to  school  in  the  midst  of  the  COVID-19  pandemic,  Leman Academy of 
Excellence  (the “School”) wants to assure all of its continued commitment to maintaining a safe 
and healthy workplace and that we are taking additional measures to protect scholars, staff, and 
families from the spread of COVID-19. As part of those efforts, we are implementing this 
COVID-19 Face Mask Policy. This policy applies to all Leman Academy of Excellence 
Kindergarten through Eighth grade scholars. 

 
For the purposes of this policy, a “Face Mask” is a covering that fully and snuggly covers a 
person’s nose and mouth, including a cloth face mask or surgical mask. Acceptable types of  
Face Masks are discussed in more detail below; however, the School requires all scholars to wear 
a Face Mask in accordance with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) as well as local, county, or state guidance or requirements. 

 
 

T he Need for Face Masks 
 

The CDC has found that Face Masks can help prevent the spread of COVID-19, especially in 
areas with significant community spread or when social distancing or physical distancing (6 feet 
of separation) cannot be accomplished. Additionally, many county and local governments  in the 
State of Arizona have adopted orders generally requiring persons to wear Face Masks at work or 
in public, and the State of Arizona has mandated that schools develop policies to require face 
coverings for staff and scholars until the Arizona Department of Health Services determines that 
face coverings are no longer necessary or recommended to contain the spread of the virus. 

 
This policy is a key part of the School’s overall strategy and commitment to maintaining a safe 
and healthy environment. Although knowledge about the virus and how it spreads continues to 
evolve, based on the information we have now, we believe these measures may help limit the 
virus’s spread because, among other things: 

 
COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that is highly contagious; 

 
The CDC recommends a face mask to help prevent respiratory droplets from traveling 
into the air and onto other people when the person wearing the cloth face covering 
coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice; 

 
COVID-19 spreads mainly when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks and 
respiratory droplets from their mouth or nose enter the nose or mouth of someone nearby; 

 
Even a person without symptoms may be infected with COVID-19 and spreading it 
throughout the community; 
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Studies have found that mandatory face masks significantly reduce the possibility of 
spreading COVID-19 to others; and Face masks are particularly important when people 
are close to each other (generally 6 feet) or where social distancing is difficult to 
maintain. 

 
W hen Face Masks Are Required 

 

In accordance with guidance from the CDC and applicable guidance and requirements issued by 
local, county, or state authorities, including Executive Order 2020-51, the School requires that 
scholars wear a Face Mask at all times when on campus, with the following exceptions: 
 

• While seated and eating at lunch; 
 

• While outside on the playground/recess; 
 
• While able to maintain 6 feet of social distance in the classroom or designated break area. 

 
Wearing a Face Mask is not a substitute for general hygiene and social distancing practices.  
 

 

A cceptable Face Masks 
 
 
A Face Mask is acceptable only if it meets current CDC guidance and: 

Fits snugly but comfortably against the side of the face; 

Is secured with ties, ear loops, or another reliable method; 
 

Includes multiple layers of fabric sufficient to block respiratory droplets from permeating 
the Face Mask; and 

 
Allows the user to breathe without restriction. 

 
Scholars may not use any face covering that incorporates a one-way valve that is designed to 
facilitate easy exhaling. The School encourages families to leave medical grade masks (i.e. N95, 
KN95, or other masks intended for a health care setting) for those serving in front-line health 
care settings. 

 
Face Masks shall not contain any offensive, harassing, or discriminatory words, terms, logos, 
pictures, cartoons, slogans, writing or images. 
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A ccommodation Requests 
 

Scholars requesting an accommodation regarding this policy for reasons based on disability, 
religion or other grounds protected by federal, state, or local laws, should contact the school 
principal. 

 
Upon receipt of a request for an accommodation, the School will engage in an interactive 
dialogue to determine the precise limitations of the scholar’s ability to comply with this policy 
and explore potential reasonable accommodations that could overcome those limitations. 
Accommodation requests that impose an undue hardship on the school may be denied. 

 
 

P olicy Subject to Change 
 
Given the constantly developing legal obligations, scientific understanding, and industry best 
practices relating to the containment of COVID-19, the School reserves the right to modify this 
policy at any time, in its sole discretion, and without advanced notice in order to adapt to 
changing public health guidance, legal obligations, and operational needs. 
If any part of this policy conflicts with applicable local, county, state law, regulation, or public 
health guidance, the School will comply with the applicable law, regulation, or public health 
guidance. 
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